Establishing a Nursing Honor Guard.
A group of local nephrology nurses implemented a program to recognize deceased colleagues who have dedicated their professional lives to nursing, similar to existing military and police programs. At the family's request, an honor guard pays tribute to any local retired or active nurse at the time of his or her death. This is an opportunity to pay respect to our peers for their compassion and devotion to caring for the sick. Current and retired nurses volunteer their time as members. The honor guard's presence gives recognition to the nurse who has departed and helps ease mourners' grief during their time of loss. Members of the honor guard consider it an honor and a privilege to participate in final services for their fellow colleagues.